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WOMEN AND CANCER: THE CASE FOR ACTION

Cancer has specific impacts on women, with harmful consequences for society.
Yet health policies and systems often fail to place adequate emphasis on the
distinct issues faced by women, who may face gender bias as:

+ Participants in cancer prevention and screening

« Patients living with and beyond a cancer diagnosis

« Caregivers for family members and friends

« Cancer workers and cancer care professionals

Addressing cancer’s impacts on women is not only a public health imperative but
also essential for sustaining Europe’s competitiveness and societal resilience.

THE EUROPEAN WOMEN AND CANCER POLICY INDEX

Developed by ECO under the umbrella of the European Cancer Pulse, the European
Women and Cancer Policy Index constitutes the first systematic assessment of
cancer policies and outcomes impacting specifically women in European countries.

The Index is made of composite scores combining a range of policy status and
performance indicators selected with leading experts based on existing data
intelligence. Its insights are aimed to inform better policy addressing of the burden
of cancer on women at European and national level.

KEY FINDINGS

« Significant policy and performance disparities exist between EU countries in
how they address the burden of cancer on women, with clear north-south and
west-east divides.

Few EU countries fully implement gender-responsive approaches to reducing
women'’s exposure to cancer risk factors.

Persistent gaps in the implementation of cancer screening programmes
for breast and cervical cancer drive potential later detection and poorer
outcomes.

Inequalities in access to high-quality cancer care are responsible for up to
20% of patient deaths among women for certain cancers in some European
countries.

Women'’s full access to safe and efficient fertility treatment is still not
guaranteed across the EU.

Many EU countries fail to appropriately recognise and support informal carers,
with profound impact on the many women caring for cancer patients.
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15%

29%

10%

15%

2%

21%

24%

16%

15%

14%

19%
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*Cancer screening coverage obtained from survey data. While programme data are collected from national/regional cancer databases/registries, survey data are obtained from international surveys, limiting the international comparability.



