
COUNTRY REPORT
UNITED KINGDOM

BURDEN 1st cause of 
death**

Cancer incidence

Tobacco smoking total prevalence

MEDIUM
Multi- 

biomarker  
test  

access

7.03
Radiation 
therapy  

equipment
Per 1 M inhabitants

  7.38*

1.30
Palliative care 

services
Per 100,000 
inhabitants

  0.74*

NO 
No measures

Right to be  
forgotten

National 
Cancer 

Registries

YES 

National 
Cancer  

Audit

YES 

868
Nurses

 
 

  879*

Per 100,000  
inhabitants

3.46
Pathologists

 
 

  3.76*

11.5%
Childhood 

obesity rate

  10.1%*

84%
HPV immunisation 

coverage 
(15-year-old girls)

  EU Goal : 90%

Girls & boys
HPV vaccine  

eligibility

Per 100,000 inhabitants (age-standardised rate)
Globocan (2022)

*Overall/Average value for countries of the WHO Europe region with available data (i.e. not EU-only) – ** Global Burden of Disease Collaborative Network (2019) – *** A national source is being used for this indicator. Latest data 
that is comparable to other European countries is available on the European Cancer Pulse. – CRUK : Cancer Research UK – EAPC : European Association for Palliative Care – EPF : European Parliamentary Forum for Sexual and 
Reproductive Rights – Globocan : Global Cancer Observatory – IAEA : International Atomic Energy Agency – ICBP : International Cancer Benchmarking Partnership – ICCP : International Cancer Control Partnership - NATCAN : National 
Cancer Audit Collaborating Centre – Normanno et al .: Access and quality of biomarker testing for precision oncology in Europe (European Journal of Cancer) – OECD : Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 
– UKHSA : UK Health Security Agency. Special thanks to Prof. Ajay Aggarwal, Dr Nicolò Battisti, Prof. Mark Lawler, Dr. Katrina Brown, Laura Williams and Alexander Wright for their contribution to the development of this report.

Report updated March 2024. Latest data available at europeancancerpulse.org

UK Office for National Statistics (2022), Scottish Health Survey (2022), Health 
Survey Northern Ireland (2022/2023), National Survey for Wales (2022/2023)

Normanno et al. (2022) IAEA (2024) EAPC (2019)
Ending discrimination against 

cancer survivors (2024)

ICBP NATCAN

OECD (2021) EUROSTAT (2016)

OECD (2021) EPF (2023) UKHSA (2023)

Cancer mortality

PREVENTION

DIAGNOSIS AND 
TREATMENT

WORKFORCE SURVIVORSHIP AND 
QUALITY OF LIFE

NATIONAL INITIATIVES
300

200

100

0

15%

10%

5%

0%

National Cancer Plans

NO
England

(last plan 2015-2020)

YES
Scotland

YES
Northern 
Ireland

YES
Wales

ICCP & National sources

Breast cancer (uptake)***

%
 ta

rg
et

 p
op

ul
at

io
n 

co
ve

ra
ge

Lung cancer 

England :  
ONGOING rollout
Scotland and Wales : 
ONGOING pilotsCRUK (2019-2023)

Cervical cancer (coverage)*** Colorectal cancer (uptake)***

SCREENING ORGANISED SCREENING 
PROGRAMMESSCREENING RATES

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

98.3 106.3*

254.7*
290.6

15
131413

67 70696977

ENG NIR SCT WAL

ENG NIR SCT WAL

676762
70

ENG NIR SCT WAL

6974
65

ENG NIR SCT WAL

UK Goal  
(5%) 

EU Goal (90%)   77

http://www.europeancancerpulse.org
http://www.europeancancerpulse.org
https://vizhub.healthdata.org/gbd-compare/
https://vizhub.healthdata.org/gbd-compare/
http://www.europeancancerpulse.org
https://www.ejcancer.com/article/S0959-8049(22)00530-5/fulltext
https://dirac.iaea.org/Query/Countries
https://dadun.unav.edu/handle/10171/56787?locale=en
https://endingdiscrimination-cancersurvivors.eu/national-level/
https://endingdiscrimination-cancersurvivors.eu/national-level/
https://stats.oecd.org/viewhtml.aspx?datasetcode=HEALTH_REAC&lang=en#
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/hlth_rs_spec__custom_10352257/default/table?lang=en
https://stats.oecd.org/viewhtml.aspx?datasetcode=HEALTH_LVNG&lang=en#
https://www.epfweb.org/sites/default/files/2023-06/HPV%20Atlas_EN%202023-JUN19.pdf
https://www.who.int/data/gho/data/indicators/indicator-details/GHO/girls-aged-15-years-old-that-received-the-recommended-doses-of-hpv-vaccine

